MOUNTAIN

The Journal of the Australian Historic Motor Club - Blue Mountains

Club meetings are held on the FIRST WEDNESDAY of every month.
The meeting starts at 7:30 pm SHARP at North Katoomba School Hall

Entry via Mistral Street, North Katoomba
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Club Aims and Objectives

The Club is set up to bring together people who have an interest in road-going vehicles more than
25 years old

- To promote the restoration and preservation of such vehicles

- To foster friendship and cooperation by meeting together and going on outings

- To promote interest in and use of vehicles which come within the interest of the Club

- To assist members, where possible, by the use of the Club Library.

From the Editor

Hello and welcome to this the Spring edition of the Mountain Manifold!

This issue features highlights from recent club outings, including our enjoyable lunch run to the
Victoria and Albert Guest-house. Regular columns will continue to provide updates, event recaps,
and stories from our members — all the things that make this magazine uniquely ours.

At this point | must apologise for the tardiness of the gazette, | have been some what distracted
and unable to attend club events. As | write this column | am currently sitting in a flat not far from
The Tower of London following a 3 month ampersand (&) journey of UK and Ireland. Journeying on
ones own and not exactly planned Ive certainly seen and experienced some things, travelled on all
sorts of transport, and lodged in everything from shared hostels, 600 year old medieval pubs to
luxury hotels, not to mention a night on a park bench with a cook named Pat.

As a consequence | will probably throw in a couple articles of fun things Ive stumbled into e.g.
Goodwood, Classic TT racing, Hi-Land games, bog diving and the world stone skimming
championships.

Anyhow as the lease on my flat ends within the week and my flight home has been deferred, lets
see where | end up next.

Here’s to the road ahead — and to many more pages filled with good memories.

Cheerio and Toodle pip,

Wayne
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Club Happenings
Warragamba Dam — April

Under blue skys a small band of members meet beside the wall at Warragamba for an enjoyable picnic.

Nestled in the scenic landscapes of the Blue Mountains, the dam offers the perfect backdrop for a day of
relaxation, good food and company.

But it’s not just about the scenery—it's the memories that really make this day stand out.

For many, one of the most cherished
experiences was a visit to the iconic swing
bridge near the dam's edge. The bridge,
suspended high above the water, swayed
with the breeze, offering a thrilling and
slightly unnerving crossing. For some, the
swing bridge was where childhood
daredevils learned to conquer their fears.
Many recall standing on the bridge,
gripping the ropes tightly, and feeling the
rush of adrenaline as it swayed in the
wind. Laughter echoed across the water as
friends dared each other to jump higher,
or attempted to cross it in the most
outlandish ways possible.
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Drive your Classic Day 18" June 2025

The annual Council of Motor Clubs (CMC) Sydney Classic sometimes termed “Jalopy Day” is a major event
for classic car enthusiasts. The AHBM celebrated the event among the Autumn leaves beside the lake at
Wentworth Falls. Much discussion was had between the members and other picnickers as to the merits of

the various vehicles.
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Winter Lunch at Mount Victoria - June

A delightful midday meal at the Victoria and Albert Guest-house. This grand,
historic property, which traces its history back over 150 years as the original b /
Royal Hotel, exudes old-world elegance. Stepping inside, guests are N N '

FMOUNT VICTORIA

transported to a bygone era with beautiful shared lounges, open fireplaces, :
and a traditional wrap-around verandah offering mountain views. The in- :
house café and restaurant provide a welcoming spot for a comforting lunch,
featuring modern country-style dishes and homemade treats, all within

beautifully restored heritage surrounds.

Following our meal, we explored the fascinating Mount Victoria
Museum. Housed within the heritage-listed 1868 sandstone Mt
Victoria Railway Station, the museum offers a deep dive into the Upper
{;Blue Mountains' rich past. The collection is wonderfully eclectic,
~spanning from early exploration and convict days to local social history.

.§i Then back to the Guesthouse for some relaxing some drinks and desert
in front of the open fire.

A rather pleasant day had by all !
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2025 CMC Shannons Sydney Classic Sunday 17" August

The Sydney Classic, held at Sydney Motorsport Park
(Eastern Creek), reaffirmed its status as one of the
largest club displays in the country, attracting an
estimated 2,000 vehicles from over 150 motor
clubs. Enthusiasts enjoyed a dazzling array of
machines, ranging from quintessential Aussie
muscle and rare European classics to vintage
motorbikes and special interest vehicles.

While some attendees noted that club ticket allocations
felt restricted compared to pre-pandemic years, the
overall family-friendly atmosphere, supported by
activities like the double-decker bus rides and trade
stalls, ensured a successful and bustling weekend.

The event’s biggest draw was undoubtedly the chance for owners to participate in the slow-paced parade
lap around the track—a highlight that offers a unique perspective for both drivers and spectators.
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Classic TT Races 2025

The 2025 Classic TT, held on the legendary Isle of Man Mountain
Course from August 17th to 29th, delivered thrilling action and a
poignant celebration of motorcycle racing heritage. The event,
which runs in tandem with the Manx Grand Prix, featured modern-
day road racing stars piloting iconic machines from the past,
including bikes from the 1970s, 80s, and 90s.

The Mountainous course is 60.72kms which includes
219 turns and covers a mix of roads, including public
roads that are closed for racing during the event.

Lap times are down to 16 min 36 sec at an average
speed of 218.932 kms

The race is a Time trial, where the winner is the one
with the lowest aggregate time over the race
distance, not the first to cross the finish line.
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€2 The Kracht Trophy: A Legacy of Improvement

A unique and cherished tradition within the Australian Historic Motor Club - Blue Mountains is the annual
presentation of the Kracht Trophy—an award that recognises the Most Improved Car of the Year.

This award has a rich history, having been presented for over four decades, with its inauguration dating back
to 1982. The trophy itself was bequeathed to the club by the Kracht family, whose surname means "power"
or "strength" in Dutch and German.

The spirit of the trophy directly mirrors the ethos of the AHMC-BM:

e Strength in Purpose: Just as "Kracht" signifies strength, the award celebrates the dedication and
sheer effort—the "power"—invested by members into their vehicles.

e Celebrating Preservation: By honouring the "most improved" vehicle, the trophy underscores the
club's core mission: championing the preservation, restoration, and continued use of historic road-
going vehicles across the spectacular Blue Mountains landscape.

The Kracht Trophy is more than just an award; it’s a yearly acknowledgment of the resilience of the
membership and their commitment to keeping automotive history alive and well on the open roads of New
South Wales.
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The Kracht Trophy
Most Improved Car Of The Year

Awarded On The President’s Run A.H.M.C Blue Mtns, Branch

David Evans 1982 Forbes — 1949 Armstrong Siddley
Bill Cullen 1983 The Entrance — 1937 Chevrolet
Ross McRae 1985 Huskisson — 1938 Graham

Tony Pickard 1986 Mudgee — 1928 Chevrolet
Robyn McRae 1987 Huskisson — 1936 Auburn

Eric Cheney 1989 Kiama — 1937 Plymouth

David Kracht 1990 Bathurst — 1947 Dodge

Don Kerry 1991 Huskisson — 1940 Chevrolet

Ken Austin 1992 Parkes — 1955 Dodge

Russell Fairall 1994 Cowra — 1952 Vauxhall

Bill Dobson 1995 Hill End — 1951 Chevrolet

Jeff Moran 1996 Gulgong — 1956 Aston Martin DB6
Don Kerry 1997 Huskisson — 1940 Chevrolet

Ross McRae 1998 Coolangatta — 1936 Auburn S/C Cabroliet
Eric North 2000 Gosford — 1971 Rover

Malcom Kerry 2002 Mudgee - 1949 Austin A70
Keith Henley 2003 Young — S-Model Valiant

Ken Gardiner 2004 Cowra — 1950 Austin Sheerline
Bryce Sutcliffe 2005 Forbes — 19/3 HQ Monaro

Lyn Sutcliffe 2008 Nowra — 1968 Mini Cooper S
Norm Johnstone 2009 Gosford — 1968 MGB

Bryce Sutcliffe 2012 Goulburn — 1972 VH Charger
Rod Haron 2013 — 1926 Morns Cowley “Bullnose”
Douglas Hitchon 2014 — 1959 Morris Minor

David Clinch 2015 — 1974 Porsche 911

Peter Murphy 2016 — 1975 Ducati 860

Bryce Sutcliffe 2017 — Ford Falcon XC Panel Van
Gary Meredith 2018 — 1976 Moto Marini 31/2 Motor Cycle
Ron Sutcliffe 2019 — 1973 Leyland Mini

Keith Henley 2024 Best Restored — 1935 Dodge DU Fastback Sedan
Stephan Tseng 2025 Best Restored — 1968 MGB GT
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Notable Business
Club Vehicle Badges

Club vehicle badges have finally arrived. Those that have pre-ordered may pick theirs up from the club

Treasurer (Maureen).

Material — Zinc Alloy, Plating — Gold, Size — 70mm by 95mm, imitation hard enamel, with screw attachment

on the bottom.
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Pick the Vehicle

Crossword — Auto Parts
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Across Down
4 asense of direction, or a refationship between things 1 around, often undergreund, bud from which a plant grows
5 common modern term for an indicator 2 warning device
7 converts the pressure from combustion into mechanical mation 3 a cooling companent for an engine
9 awarm scarf worn around the neck 6 thetop covering that protecs you from the elements like rain, snow, and
11 to fire somaone sun
13 to control a situation 8§ a protective bar on a vehicle
14 a Latin verb for 'l lead' or as a-colloguial term for automative 10 a protective barrier on vehicles to prevent splashing
paint 12 early term for and indicator

15 interior of a vehicle 15 Keeps you on the road
16 a stiff brim on a cap or hat 16 the thing that cleans the windscreen

17 used to open a lock or to start or access a mechanism
18 a transparent screen at the front of a vehicle
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Answers
Pick the Vehicle

Sebring Citicar manufactured in
Florida ,America between 1974-77 with
almost 4500 being produced.

It enjoyed a 3.5HP electric motor, and 6V S5 P
lead acid batteries with a top speed of '
61kms per hour.

Crossword — i
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REMEMBER

- If you are not financial your vehicle is unregistered by the RMS and if stopped by the
Police your vehicle is deemed to be unregistered and uninsured and hefty fines will

apply.

- It is the members responsibility to advise the club of any modifications made to vehicles
on A.H.M.C—B.M. Historic Vehicle number plates, including disposal.

The Australian Historic Motor Club, Blue Mountains is owned and operated by A.H.M.C. —
B.M. Incorporated

Reg. No. Y16655-11 WEBSITE: https://ahmc-bm.org.au
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