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The Journal of the Australian Historic Motor Club Blue Mountains 

Club cars at the end of Norm’s Treasure Hunt, 6 June 2021 
(yeah, that was a while back but it’s a great photo!) 

Club meetings are held on the FIRST WEDNESDAY of every month. 

The meeting starts at 8pm SHARP at North Katoomba School Hall 

Entry via Mistral Street, North Katoomba 
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Club Aims and Objectives 
  
The Club is set up to bring together people who have an interest in road-going vehicles more than 

25 years old 

• To promote the restoration and preservation of such vehicles 

• To foster friendship and cooperation by meeting together and going on outings 

• To promote interest in and use of vehicles which come within the interest of the Club 

• To assist members, where possible, by the use of the Club Library. 

 

From the Editor 

Welcome to the first digital edition of Mountain Manifold! Yep, technology finally caught up with us 
and we’re online from now on! 

This is also the first club newsletter since the last printed version went out in June 2021. You can 
put that down to yet another example of the COVID pandemic upending the normal rhythms and 
routines of life. We’re back now with the new online format, so hopefully that will fill the Manifold 
sized hole in your life from hereon in. 

Please reach out if you have any input to the mag, any articles you’d like to see or interesting stuff 
you have to share. It’s still your mag, with the purpose of recording the doings of the club and it’s 
members. The editor’s job is just to pull it together. 

Cheers, 

Gerard. 

   

Meeting Minutes– August 

Minutes of the meeting of AHMC-BM Incorporated operating as the Australian 
Historic Motor Club Blue Mountains held at Katoomba North Public School, Mistral 
St, Katoomba NSW, on Wednesday 3rd August 2022. 

 
Meeting Start: 8:03pm 
Visitors: Andrew Whitehouse 
Apologies: Glen Orriss, John Edwards, Kathleen Toovey, David Uden, Anthony Captain, Dave 
Peters, Boris Hunt, Kristine Mcdonald, David Pascoe, Ken Bolton, Mike Walsh, Clive Mitchell. 
Minutes of last meeting: accepted Glen Mason . Nil business arising from last minutes. Minutes 
now posted on club website. 
Correspondence in: The usual magazines and 3 emails from prospective members, Justin Unett, 
David Gilbert, and Mathew Cafe. 
Correspondence out: Nil 
Treasurer’s report: No change from last meeting, moved banking from Westpac at Leura due to 
closing down to Bendigo bank Katoomba. 
Accepted by John Siccardi 
CMC tickets for sale see Maureen. 
ARDC 70th anniversary. 
 



CMC Report: 
Ern Mitchell. 
Concourse to be held on 14th August at SMSP has some 35 entries. Event to go ahead rain. Hail 
or shine. 
No bags will be handed out at the entry gate, but you will receive a voucher. Once you have 
settled in, take the voucher to Garage ½ to receive your bag with the medallion. Please wear a 
mask in the garage due to large numbers. 
Visitors are asked to visit the Historic venue to see ARDC 70, CMC 60 years old display- free 
tickets. 
CMC asked that a club member act as a marshal on the day to assist members into respective 
areas. Gates open 7am. 
AHMC Club is in Area C on drift circuit. Concrete surface. 
1pm is circuit drive- be on time or miss out! 
CMC this year so far has received 145,000 Facebook hits. 
Now 1721 vehicles on CVS registered with CMC. 
Next year will be 60th anniversary of CMC, first meeting was held 1st March 1967. 
Victoria and South Australia are on 25 years, the question has been asked if we should be on 25 
years also. Other states are looking into it. 
CMC are in discussion with TfNS in use of new forms on changes relating to HVS/CVS of 
vehicles. This will also include new vehicles that must be sighted and signed by Club Registrar if a 
vehicle has a 20% increase in power. If it does, it must be placed on the CVS scheme and 
engineer certified. If it is passed onto a new owner, the new owner must be advised of such. 
Recommended pink slip for all new HVS registrations. 
TfNS will sometime in the future issue new plates for CVS vehicles, size will be 314x134, high 
visibility, smaller than existing. 
Four clubs were voted on at meeting, oldest being 117 years, youngest 1 month. 
Concern as to the future of fossil fuels. TfNSW have said no problem for older cars. No guarantee 
from the Feds. As of 2035, no fossil fuel will be available in Canberra. 
Porsche is looking into creating a grain fuel plant in Tasmania. They recently raced a vehicle using 
grain fuel which was not advertised, and it was a success. 
 
President’s report: 
Andrew Moyle: not much going on, sorry I didn’t attend the last run as my Morry was playing up, 
didn’t chance taking the Cowley, we also had a committee meeting last week as per our 
constitution requirements, a few things came up which we will cover shortly. 
  
Events report: 
Ron Sutcliffe: the run to Bathurst was well attended, we met at the lolly bug and had a stress free 
cruise to Mount Panorama, did some laps, checked out the museum and had lunch at Panthers. 
Not the best lunch, Rylestone was better, but ok. Ron said his mini engine worries are over! 
All British day at the Kings School Parramatta in September, also an MG run to Wagga 9-11 
September 
CMC day 14th August Eastern Creek, we’re in section C, maps available on the website. 
 
General business: 
Norm Johnstone said the EPA has almost stopped racing at Wakefield Park Goulburn due to noise 
levels to 4 race days per month, which will cripple the racetrack and associated accommodation 
facilities etc after upgraded to the circuit were vetoed by locals. Also Eastern Creek, Western 
Sydney raceway is having major upgrades including multi-level parking for the raceway, dragstrip 
and overflow for the new zoo. 
Dave Gilmour put forward a motion for life membership for Norm and Maureen Johnstone, Mike 
Walsh and Ernie Mitchell due to their ongoing commitment to the car club. This was brought up by 
Andrew Moyle and Dave Gilmour at a recent committee meeting, all present unanimously voted 
yes to their life memberships. Congratulations to Norm, Maureen, Mike and Ernie :) 
No further business, meeting closed 8:27 pm. 



FIVA Survey- Article of Interest 

Ern Mitchell found an interesting article in a recent edition of Restored Cars Magazine (#271, 
Apr/May 2022) which he thought would be worth sharing. 

FIVA (Federation Internationale Vehicules Anciens. Click HERE to visit their website) ran a survey 
of Australian historic vehicle motorists to understand who is involved in the historic vehicle scene, 
what they do and how much that activity contributes to the economy. 

The survey got 2,430 responses, & included car and motorcycle owners, covering a total of 6,511 
vehicles, so a usefully large number for helping us understand what’s happening in the historic car 
community in Australia. 

A couple of things worth mentioning from the survey: 

• 57% of historic vehicle owners are retired. 
• 96% are male, with an average age of 66. 
• 1 in 10 are 50 or younger. 
• Most use social media, primarily Facebook & YouTube. 

The average owner spends approx. $9,700 per year on maintenance & running costs, another 
$2500 on attending events, and a further $600 on other related items, so a total of $12,800 per 
person. 

In Queensland alone, the QHMC has over 13,200 members, so if you multiply that by 12,800 
that’s an annual spend of almost $170 million, just in one state. That’s some proper money going 
into the economy! 

There was also a section about the concerns reported by the survey participants: 

• 69% of clubs are concerned about regulations around being able to drive their cars on the 
road. 

• 52% of clubs struggle to find new board members to support the continued running of the 
club. 

• 39% are concerned about changing public perceptions and environmental considerations. 
• 34% expressed concern about the availability of fuel in the future. 

Does any of that resonate with you? What are your concerns about the future of historic vehicles 
in Australia? 

Thanks to Ern for bringing this to the club’s attention. If you’re interested, I’m sure Ern will share 
the article with you. 

  

https://fiva.org/en/fiva-home/


Next Club Run- ‘Daffodils at Rydal’ Sunday 18th September 
 
Click here to go to Rydal Village event website for details. 
Gardens are open 10 am to 4pm. Entry is $10 per person, food is available for purchase. 
Please note cash only, no eftpos available! 
 
 
Club Events since January 
Given it’s been a while since the last Mountain Manifold, here is a collection of photos from club 
events so far this year; 

• January’s Australia Day BBQ at Wentworth Falls Lake, 
• February’s visit to the Lithgow Small Arms Factory museum, 
• The Lithgow Show in March, 
• The Bathurst run in July, 
• CMC day at Eastern Creek in August. 

Scroll down to see the pics! One of the good things about a digital magazine is we’re not limited 
with space, so that means as many pictures as we want, and at full size! Enjoy! 
 
 

Australia Day Picnic, Wentworth Falls Lake, Wednesday 26th January 

 

https://www.rydal.com.au/events


 







 

  



Lithgow Small Arms Museum run, Saturday 12th February 

A good turn up for the LSA Museum tour in February. The visit was followed by lunch at the 
Lithgow Workers Club. 















 
  



Lithgow Show, Saturday 19th March 

Variable weather for the Lithgow show this year didn’t prevent an interesting bunch of vehicles 
from making an appearance. 







 



Portable Lucas Mill demonstration. 

 

Where else would you find a cowboy talking to a couple of AIF Light Horse Infantry? Or maybe 
Small Horse Infantry? Echoes of the spectacle that is Lithgow Ironfest. 

 

 



The somewhat damp parade! 

 



 

Taking the long way home after the show… this is what it’s all about for me! 

 



Bathurst Run, Sunday 24th July 

Some photos from July’s club run to Bathurst. Met at the Lolly Bug, lapped the mountain, checked 
out the museum and finished at Panthers for lunch. 

 



 

 

  

  



CMC Shannons Sydney Classic, Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek, Sunday 14 
August 

18 vehicles from the club in our area, and except for Wayne's Lotus playing up a bit we had a 
pleasant day there with a lot of catching up. The only downside being the parade laps were a bit 
slow. 



  



 
 

REMEMBER 
• If you are not financial your vehicle is unregistered by the RMS and if stopped by the 

Police your vehicle is deemed to be unregistered and uninsured and hefty fines will 
apply. 

• It is the members responsibility to advise the club of any modifications made to vehicles 
on A.H.M.C—B.M.  Historic Vehicle number plates, including disposal. 

  

The Australian Historic Motor Club, Blue Mountains is owned and operated by A.H.M.C. – B.M. Incorporated  

Reg. No. Y16655-11 WEBSITE:  https://ahmc-bm.org.au 

https://ahmc-bm.org.au/



